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BERLIN-Two new statements (have 
given prosecutors in Darmstadt what they 
called a significant breakthrough in their 
efforts to prove that German companies 
played a central role in providing Iraq 
with a chemical-weapons capability. 

The prosecutors, who referred to the 
statements as “confessions," said a former 
West German intelligence informant, Peter 
Leifer, provided a written statement that 
his company, Water Engineering Trading 
G.m.b.H., or WET, knowingly provided 
Iraq with machinery to convert 122mm 
rockets and rocket-propelled grenades into 
chemical-weapons delivery systems. WET, 
which had declared that the equipment 
was a cooling container for powdered milk, 
has since' declared bankruptcy. 

At the same time, a German engineer 
told the prosecutors that he now believes 
that plants delivered and built by the com- 
pany that employed him were designed for 

S t^j^FThe^gjneer.Ewaid Langer,' 
<SjJies he-knew'at the time of delivery 
that the plants would be used for military 
purposes. The company, Karl Kolb 
G.m.b.H., at the center of the Darmstadt 
; Ji^e^gpto, ^denied allegations that it 
'provided Iraq" chenflcal-weapons plants 
and know-how, beginning in 1983. 

, Evidence has mounted in recent weeks 
pointing .to German companies’ involve- 
ment in Iraq’s. chemical weapons program, 
which government officials had long de- 
nied. A string of disclosures regarding 
Germany’s role in providing Iraq weapons- 
making know-how and equipment, ranging 
from nuclear-weapons technology to bio- 
logical weapons, has renewed scrutiny on 
West German exports that began in late 
1988 when it was disclosed that Imhausen 
Chemie AG was the general contractor and 
supplier for Libya’s .chemical-weapons 
Plant at Rabta. 


The Darmstadt investigations involve 
more than 20 German businessmen anden- 
f‘" eer , s ; F ° ur remain in investigative cus- 
tody .Mr. Langer was released on bailaf- 
ter his statement. Under German ideal 
procedures, charges are filed after ai! 
hminary investigation, but prosecutors, 
may have suspects imprisoned if they ban ! 
show proof of involvement in a crime. I 

The spokesman said charges arelex- 1 
pected to be filed either late this year or ' 
earl y ^ 1991- The maximum sentence: 
would be only three years under codes that 1 
predated the toughening of export-control 
laws after the Imhausen scandal. 1 

The case is embarrassing to the Ger- 
man government on two counts, according 
to one official: 

-U.S. intelligence informed West Ger- 
man officials about Karl Kolb’s alleged in- 
volvement as long ago as 1984, after which 
authorities launched an investigation. How- 
ever, two goverpjmt experts returned 
from an mvestlgative’lTip tS^Iratf witfra 
written opinion that , the Karl Kolb plsU 
wasn’t suited for chemical-weapons pTo-. 
duction because it lacked, among otter 
things, safety precautions for the volatile 
production process' 

“It was a ludicrous report,” says Al- 
brecht Mueller, chairman of a parliamefc 
tary task force on export controls. “Sad- ' 
dam has so little character that lie 
wouldn’t have cared if he lost a few Egyp- 
tian and Bangledeshi workers. What’s 
most unbelievable is that the court be- 
lieved the opinion.” F 

An independent Swiss expert wrote a 
new opinion in July that resulted in the 
Darmstadt arrests in August, shortly after 
the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. His opinion ; 
was that Karl Kolb had built six plants, not 
one, and that all were suitable for chemi- 
cal-weapons production. 

-The involvement of a man who acted 
as an informant to West German intelli- 
gence for at least two years. A senior offi- 
cial says that Mr. Leifer, who speaks Ara- 
bic and lived in Nortli Yemen for seven 
years, volunteered in 1986 to be an infor 
mant to Germany’s intelligence service! 
the Bundesnachrichtendienst. He served in 
that capacity on an unpaid basis until 
shortly before his arrest, the official 
said. 

“He wasn’t an agent, but an infor- 
mant,” the official said. The official denied 
any government knowledge or blessing for 
Mr. Leifer’s allegedly illegal activities. 



